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FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Welcome to the third issue of the year and I hope the weather has improved 
for us as I am writing this with rain beating on the window.  A typical glori-
ous British summer!! 
 
A quick reminder for the Kew trip on 30th September.  As yet the coach is 
not full and it is on a knife edge whether we cancel it or not.  If you are in-
tending to book, then please contact Helena and get your name down as soon 
as possible.  Like I have often said, it is a good day out and we usually have a 
laugh as well as getting some useful research in. 
 
Have you all been glued to the latest Who Do You Think You Are?  I was 
quite encouraged by the first one, Charles Dance, thinking that they had final-
ly got back to basics and had decided against jumping five or six generations 
back before they started doing anything.  But no, they have reverted to type 
and the last one I saw featuring Adil Ray had me reaching for the off button.  
I think I shall give it a miss in future, I end up sitting there muttering under 
my breath at all the inconsistencies and assumptions so it is no fun at all.  
Apparently Adil traced back to Ugandan royalty [didnôt know there was such 
a thing] and his tree was drawn up using hearsay which was taken for gospel.  
Enough said, hopefully our readers will at least try and prove their facts be-
fore drawing up their tree.  Incidentally it would be nice if they could pick a 
few celebrities with a British line and go and visit places in Britain, instead of 
giving the BBC a freebie to all these exotic places abroad.  Gripe over!! 
 
For those researchers looking to pay a visit to the Derbyshire Record Office, 
just a reminder that they are now closed on a Monday and have also stopped 
opening on a Saturday apart from the last one in the month.  Yet another ex-
ample of cuts in Local Government.   
 
I am hoping before the next magazine is due, that our new website will be up 
and running.  I am sorry for those of you struggling with it, but it is being 
modernised and it isnôt a quick job.  Hopefully when it is done, we shall have 
records that members can access and also plenty of information that we hope 
will be useful.  It should also be a lot easier to pay for membership, trips, re-
search and anything else, as well as contact other members.  We have plenty 
of ideas to put on line in the future.   
 
See you next time 

         Helen  
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MEETINGS 2017 
 

DERBYðFRIENDS MEETING HOUSE, ST HELENôS STREET, 
    DERBYðTuesday at 7.30 p.m. 
 
12th Sep An Ordinary CopperðErnie Drabble, M.B.E. 
10th Oct To be announced 
14th Nov A Tudor ChristmasðHelen Chambers 
12th Dec Christmas Party 

 
 
 
SOUTH NORMANTONðPOST MILL COMMUNITY CENTRE 
    SOUTH NORMANTONðFriday at 7.30 p.m. 
 
15th Sep To be announced 
20th Oct Mrs Thorne 
17th Nov To be announced 
8th Dec Christmas Party  
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The Silk Mill played host to Poppies: Weeping Window during June and July this 
year.  The cascade comprised several thousand handmade ceramic poppies seen 
pouring from a high window to the ground and was created by Derby based artist 
Paul Cummins and designer Tom Piper, originally for the Tower of Londonôs Blood 
Swept Lands and Seas of Red.  During the First World War the Silk Mill was divid-
ed into two businessesðone grinding corn, the other making medical supplies, both 

of which were integral to the British war effort. 



DERBY MEETINGS 
 
Apr 2017 
The Plague DoctorðDavid Bell 
This talk, that followed on from our AGM, should have carried a health 
warning akin to television's preparing people of a nervous disposition to look 
away now. 
 
After a lifetime as a civil servant, David retired and moved to the Peak Dis-
trict. Eyam was not initially the first choice for a new home but it somehow 
came about and his daughter followed soon after.  They had thought that their 
houses would not be unduly affected by the tourism in the village until the 
day the coach arrived!!!  Dozens of people disembarked wanting to look at 
the waterfall and stream in the garden.  It turned out that a villager had hid-
den there during the time of the Plague and they wanted to experience the 
complete effect. 
 
David decided that if they were going to continually have coach loads of visi-
tors, he would embrace the whole plague history.  He investigated what kind 
of treatments were available for doctors to prescribe and what implements 
would have been used.  He arrived with an array of bottles and various 
ñmedical instrumentsò that he proceeded to display their uses.  A blow up 
doll, adult sized and dressed partially in the costume of the day, was used in 
his demonstrations of surgeries performed.  No anaesthetics or antibiotics 
were available.  David gave us a graphic display and dialogue about surgery 
that Samuel Pepys had to remove a bladder stone, where it took four men to 
hold him down and a sniff of Mandrake (LSD) to complete the operation. 
 
There were no pills available and various ailments were treated with look 
alike remedies. Ginger or sweet potato, because they look like the intestine, 
would treat stomach upsets, celery to strengthen bones and garlic and peanuts 
for under performance are a few of the remedies mentioned.  Other remedies 
were dandelion and burdock as a diuretic and gin and turpentine for constipa-
tion.  Another cure for constipation was a bamboo cane and beef dripping ï I 
will go no further and leave it to the reader's imagination. 
 
Living conditions in London at the time of the Plague were horrendous.  
Waste of all kinds was thrown on to the streets creating bacteria, leading to 
rats and fleas.  As the rats died the fleas moved to Humans passing on the 
infection and creating the Plague.  Symptoms initially were flu like, leading 
to fever and buboes (boils).  The buboes would burst and organs would fail, 
followed by death in 5 or 6 days.  Whole families were wiped out and there 
was no cure. 
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In September 1665, 350 people lived in Eyam and life was pretty good until a 
parcel arrived.  It contained clothing from London and it was flea ridden.  As 
soon as the people realised what was happening they quarantined themselves 
in the village, no one was allowed in or out.  Rev William Mompesson 
banned church services and burials in the churchyard until the Plague had run 
its course.  260 of the 350 inhabitants had died but it had not passed to any 
other village.   
 
Tourists today go to the village to see where it all happened, to look at the 
Riley graves and the cottages where whole families died and hope it never 
happens again. 
 
Just to lighten the moment, one of our members asked David what he would 
do if he was stopped by the Police on his way home with samples of urine, 
bottles of Gin and a partly dressed blow up doll in his car. 
 
May 2017 
The Victorian FairðAnn Featherstone 
Years ago in the time of Henry lll charters were granted to the Lord of the 
Manor or parish to hold annual fairs.  They were usually Trade Fairs enabling 
people to sell animals, produce and other wares.  These fairs are still held 
today, although in a different form.  They will continue until an Act of Parlia-
ment is passed to abolish them. 
 
Ilkeston Charter Fair runs for three days in October and Nottingham Goose 
Fair also runs in October and are both well known in the area.  Boston Sheep 
Fair and Birmingham Onion Fair are two other Charter fairs. 
 
There were hiring fairs or mops, known as Statute fairs in the Midlands 
where there was a chance for people to find work. The existence of Mop 
Fairs in Studley, Stratford, Warwick, Burton, and Loughborough owe their 
origins to the early hiring fairs.  Hiring was usually for six months but after 
one week an employer could terminate the contract, known as runaway mop. 
 
Gradually over the years, more amusements were added and fairs got bigger 
and eventually the trade part disappeared.  There were freak shows and peep 
shows, prize fighters and dancing girls, rope walkers and dancing dogs.  
There was the introduction of the Big Wheel and Rocking Boat. Along with 
all this pleasure came the darker side, the robberies, pickpockets and promis-
cuous behaviour.   
 
By 1890 Family empires were beginning to emerge, along with new technol-
ogy.  There were Gavioli organs, steam roundabouts and sideshows.  The 
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Goose Fair had a travelling Zoo and there was Vicker's Royal Alhambra port-
able theatre and animal trainers with performing lions. 
 
People made a name for themselves for being different, The Ilkeston Giant, 
Mary Ann Bevan the ugliest woman and Madam Rosina for her disfigure-
ment.  Extra big or really small provided entertainment for the general public 
and probably a living for those who would have found it difficult to find 
work elsewhere. 
 
Fairs have changed drastically in recent years and have little in comparison 
with the past but the Gavioli organ and the Galloping Horses are still out 
there entertaining young and old. 
 
Jun 2017 
The Life and Travels of Robert Bruce Napoleon Walker ï Stephen Flinders 
What do the Battle of Trafalgar, Princess Agnorogoule Ikoutou of the Gabon, 
Amadeus Mozart and my wife have in common.  This was Stephen's intro-
duction to his talk.  The stories passed down through the family had RBN 
Walker, 2x great-grandfather of his wife, fighting at the Battle of Trafalgar 
and meeting David Livingstone.  There was a collection of correspondence 
between RBNW and Sir Richard Francis Burton.  Intrigued Stephen decided 
to sort out the letters  and investigate the Life and Travels of Robert Bruce 
Napoleon Walker . 
 
RBN Walker was born in 1832 in Sussex, the youngest child of Henry and 
Charlotte.  Henry was a lieutenant in the Royal Navy and it was he who 
fought at the Battle of Trafalgar.  Robert worked for the trading company 
Hatton and Cookson of Liverpool and in 1851 travelled to the Gabon to join 
his older brother trading with the natives.  He returned to England in 1854 
and married Margaret Clara Ann Molesworth.  He returned to the Gabon set-
ting up Trading Stations along the River Ogowe. He joined the Royal Geo-
logical Society and they sponsored an expedition.  Many ethnic artefacts 
were sent to Oxford Museums.  It was thought that he probably met Stanley 
during his travels rather than Livingstone. 
 
He and Margaret had two sons, Harry Bruce and Arthur Duncan born during 
visits home.  Other children were born to Robert by native women, two in 
particular, a son Andre Raponda 1871 and a daughter 1873 by Princess Ag-
norogoule Ikoutou.  Andre came to England with his father in 1875 but at the 
request of his mother he returned in 1876 and probably never saw his father 
again.   
 
Margaret died in 1873 and in 1876 Robert married again.  They had no chil-
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dren and due to frequent separations the marriage broke down.  Around this 
time Robert became dissatisfied with his life and decided a change was need-
ed.  He set out on a new venture to Marseilles via Paris to invest in an Ice-
skating Rink Business. This failed and he returned to England.  His next pro-
ject was with the Guinea Gold Coast Mining Company as a negotiator for 
those prospecting for gold in Sierra Leone. The Company collapsed and at an 
enquiry RBN Walker was blamed.  Again he found himself in financial diffi-
culties and was reduced to begging off family and friends.  He moved in to a 
house where Mozart reportedly wrote one of his symphonies.  His reputation 
was now in ruins and he could not get work.  He died in 1901 aged 68 and 
was buried in Broughton cemetery alongside Margaret.  There was no obitu-
ary in the newspapers to show that anyone remembered him. 
 
Albert Schweitzer was to build his hospital in Gabon in 1913 at one of the 
Trading Posts set up by Robert. 
 
Andre Raponda Walker became the first Gabonese Roman Catholic priest 
and he lived to see his country independent. 
  RUTH BARBER 
 
SOUTH NORMANTON MEETINGS 
 
Apr 2017 
The Street Names of Sutton in AshfieldðAveril Higginson 
Many of the names were obvious choices, such as Church Street near St 
Maryôs Church or St Michaelôs Street, on which stands the church of that 
name.  Sherwood Street and Forest Street are also obvious.  With the arrival 
of the railways, three stations were built and that section of Forest Street be-
came Station Road.  Mr Arthur Howard Bonser built his house on Station 
Road, but the house was called Forest Lodge. 
 
Carsic apparently is derived from the Anglo Saxon words for rough ground 
and a water course and Priestsic is the water course running beside land be-
longing to a Priest.  I very much prefer the legend that involves Cardinal 
Wolsey.  Henry VIII had demanded the Cardinalôs presence in London and 
he began his journey to the south.  Sadly he was taken ill en route and even-
tually died at Leicester.  A sick cardinal is more interesting than a stream and 
rough ground. 
 
John Owtram came from Brampton, Chesterfield, in the 18th century and his 
name lives on, though now spelled with a óuô as Outram Street.  Brandreth 
Avenue is a reminder of a family who were first mentioned in a record of 
1543.  One of the most noted members was Jeremiah Brandreth.  Calling 
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himself Ned Ludd or the Nottingham Captain, he organised gangs of men to 
destroy the new hosiery machines, which had made the framework knitters 
redundant.  It is two hundred years since the men met secretly at Pentrich.  
Eventually the bands were dispersed, Jeremiah Brandreth was arrested and 
tried at Derby, and he was finally executed for high treason on 7th November 
1817. 
 
Bonser Crescent was almost certainly called after Mr George Gershom 
Bonser.  He was a councillor involved in education and wrote the definitive 
ñA History of Sutton in Ashfieldò.  Sadly it was not published in his lifetime, 
but every shop in town seemed to have copies for sale, not just newsagents.  
My mother was the secretary in the Local Education Office on Station Road, 
and was busy with correspondence one day when Mr Bonser called on busi-
ness with her boss.  Glancing at an envelope that had just been addressed to a 
J.W. Turner Avenue he lost his temper and lectured her severely.  ñThere are 
possibly many J.W. Tuners who have streets named after them, but in Sutton 
there is only one, James William Turner, and his name should always be 
written out in full.  Mother duly destroyed the other envelope and always 
wrote the full name in future.   
 
James William Turner came from a musical family and as a young man he 
joined the Carl Rosa Opera Company.  With them he toured in the USA, 
Australia and the Far East.  He formed his own company and toured with 
them, but he also found time to give concerts in Sutton in Ashfield.  So I ad-
mit that is my favourite street name and I did have a scary feeling when I on-
ly wrote the initials seventy years after Mr Bonser died. 
 
May 2017 
Nursery RhymesðPaul Newsham 
Paul is a forensic scientist, but gives talks on a wide variety of topics.  Two 
days before coming to our meeting, he had given a talk to my W.I. on famous 
comedians.  My fellow members were so delighted with his talk, several im-
mediately decided to come to listen to his nursery rhymes, thereby doubling 
our usual numbers. 
 
Whenever we were asked, we recited the thymes with him.  Some were in-
tended for lullabiesðRock-a-bye Baby on the Tree Topðwhilst others were 
to help children learn to count.  óGoosey, Goosey, Ganderô, found in a very 
early childrenôs book entitled óGammer Gurtonôs Garlandô was anti-Catholic 
propaganda as was óRemember Remember the 5th of Novemberô or the Gun-
powder Plot, as the plotters were Catholics. 
 
óSing a Song of Sixpenceô remembers the practice of enclosing live birds in a 
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pie to entertain guests when the pie was opened as the birds began to sing.  
Little Bo Peep appears to refer to an unfortunate shepherdess in 1805.  But in 
1300 Bo-Poop referred to the punishment of being put in the pillory.  óGirls 
and Boys came out to playô is a simple invitation on a moonlit night.  Then 
Paul reminded us that even five year old children were expected to work 
through the daylight hours as they would miss both food and rest if they went 
out to play. 
 
There are some regional variations in words, as we noticed when Paul recited 
óInky Winky Spiderô and we all joined in with óIncy Wincy Spiderô.  Anne 
Poyser, one of our visitors demonstrated the hand and arm movements to 
show Mr Spider climbing up, being washed down by rain and finally climb-
ing up again. 
 
We learnt our numbers with óOne, Two, Buckle my Shoeô and the days in 
each month with óThirty Days hath Septemberô.  When learning Latin at 
school we learnt óIn March, July, October, May the Ides are on the 15th Dayô.  
In the other months they are on the 13th.  The Nones are 9 days earlier so are 
either the 5th or 7th.  The Kalends are always the 1st of each month and the 
other days are counted as before or after thos three specific dates.  As another 
variation of an English óThree Blind Miceô I gave him óTres Muresô and 
óArdet Romaô instead of Londonôs Burning. 
 
I think the highlight for all of us was singing óOranges and Lemonsô.  Paul 
asked one side to sing the first line in a high squeaky voice and the others to 
sing the answering verse in deep growling tones.  It made the question and 
answer format very clear.  We all learnt the names of the bells and their 
churches and throroughly enjoyed being back in the nursery world. 
 
Jun 2017 
Purseglove of the PanamaðRoger Purseglove 
Instead of a tale of spies and secret agents that the title of the talk suggested, 
we had the story of the building of the Panama Canal and the cruise through 
the Caribbean and the Canal.  To celebrate an important wedding anniversary 
Roger and his wife flew from Manchester to Barbados, joined their cruise 
ship and sailed to Grenada, then on to Curacao. 
 
When they arrived at Panama City, they were given a tour and a talk on the 
history of the canal by a Professor from Panama University. 
 
After the completion of the Suez Canal, Ferdinand de Jesseps went on many 
lecture tours, describing all the procedure, fund raising, surveying and build-
ing.  Someone met him on one tour and told him that the Panama area had 
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never been properly surveyed.  In 1879 the Jesseps visited Panama and on his 
return began fund raising.  He founded a newspaper and wrote articles on 
how a canal at Panama could improve trade routes. 
 
Work began with thousands of men, but the physical effort of digging was 
overshadowed by the rampant diseases, yellow fever, malaria, small pox and 
dysentery, and there were also poisonous snakes, millipedes, mosquitos and 
tarantula spiders.  A priest in Peru discovered how to extract quinine from the 
cinchona plant to combat the malaria, but at times 200 bodies per month were 
shipped home. 
 
Work on the canal continued, but the French stock market collapsed and the 
Jessops went into recession.  The United States of America took over the ca-
nal project.  Teddy Roosevelt had fought against malaria and yellow fever in 
Cuba, so he introduced methods to destroy the mosquitos, spraying standing 
water with oil and using masses of disinfectant. 
 
During the April-November rain season, the placid river became a torrent, so 
the Americans decided to turn it into a lake and then built a flight of locks to 
take the water down to sea level.  Now workers died from rockfalls and vola-
tile dynamite. 
 
The Canal was eventually completed and was officially declared open in 
1914 by President Woodrow Wilson.  The Panamanians eventually took over 
ownership in 1987. 
 
After sailing through the canal, Roger and Kathleen went up to Mexico and 
Acapulco Bay before leaving 95Á F and flying home to Manchesterðand 
snow! 
  AVERIL HIGGINSON 
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FOOTBALL STORIES 
 
My father Harold Lambert played in goal for St James Old Boys. He had 
saved two newspaper articles which feature the team. There was no date or 
information about the Newspaper in which they featured. 
 
I thought they may be of interest as someone may recognise an ancestorôs 
name in the accounts! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CORINTHIANS KEEP WINNING 
In DIV 111 the Corinthians gained a fine win over St James Church Old 
Boys. The game was very fast considering the heavy ground. Playing better 
than their hosts the Corinthians had the balk of the play in the first 80 
minutes, but after the Old Boys exerted pressure and Foster missed an open 
goal. Following this Gale broke away and opened the Corinthianôs account, 
to be followed in quick time by a second, after a clever dribble by Mosby. 
Brownhall reduced this lead following good play by Robson. 
 
In the second half Winfield went forward in the hope of saving the game, and 
he equalised. Perkins and Lambert both made many good saves before Per-
kins put the Corinthians in front five minutes from time. 
 

I have this photo of the St James Teamðbut with the white trousers I 
wonder if it is a cricket team.  My father, Harold Lambert, is on the 
far right of the front row.  The Rev V Jagg is standing on the right 
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A draw would have been a better result on the run of the play. Wildbore 
played a fine game at the back for the winners. 

 
L.M.S.ôs GOOD VICTORY 
Despite bad weather and a very greasy ball, some good football was wit-
nessed on the Osmaston Hall Grounds between L.M.S. T.U. and St James 
Old Boys. Both teams were óat homeô as they share the ground so there was 
no advantage for either team. 
 
The L.M.S. was easily the better team, all playing and combining well. Their 
forwards soon got moving. Whitehouse narrowly missing with a low shot. 
Soon after this Boardman, the inside right just headed over from a centre 
from the outside left, Spencer. 
 
The St James goalkeeper played splendidly. 
 
Whitehouse opened the scoring, and the Old Boys equalised, but L.M.S. add-
ed another. 

Susan Boud [Mem 3018] 
3 Ingle Drive 
Ratby 

Leicestershire LE6 ONN 

 

Samuel Dawes, of Nottingham, collier, was summoned by authority of 
the Guardians of the Belper Union for neglecting to maintain his wife, 
whereby she became chargeable to the Union.  The defendant admitted 
the offence, and said he had promised to make his wife a home in future. 
Mr Pym stated that if the defendant would repay the cost of maintaining 
his wife in the Workhouse, as also the expenses, and properly provide for 
his wife in the future, the Guardians would not press for his commitment 
to gaol.  Defendant stated that he had no money and asked for time.  Mr 
Pym stated that he could not say whether the defendant would pay if he 
had time allowed, and further that he had reason to believe that since he 
deserted his wife he had been cohabiting with another woman.  The 
Bench informed the defendant that in the event of his not paying the 
money, 14s 6d, he would have to go to gaol for 14 days.  Before the ris-
ing of the Court Mr Pym stated that he was willing to consent to 14 days 
being allowed the defendant.  He left the Court with his wife, evidently 
well pleased with the leniency shown towards him. 

Derbyshire Advertiser 22 Jul 1870 
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The 150 th  Birthday of Chinley Station  

 
To mark the anniversary of the opening of Chinley Station in February 1867 
there are plans afoot by the Chinley and Buxworth Transport Group mark the 
occasion by the publication of a book on the station's history. Together with a 
display of old railway photographs at the Chinley and Buxworth village f°te 
in July.  The station's history can be followed through old newspaper reports 
and a wealth of photographic evidence. 
 
Chinley Station was a late starter due to a landslip at Bugsworth on the 1st of 
November 1866, this was barely a month after new Midland railway line to 
London  through Chinley had been opened to goods traffic. The line was reo-
pened to goods traffic on 24th January 1867 and to passengers on the 7th Feb-
ruary 1867. Henry Gregory, the former postmaster, is recorded as having 
bought the first railway ticket issued at Chinley Station. With the construc-
tion of the Chinley to Dore and Sheffield line 1888-1893, the world appeared 
to be Chinley's oyster. Local newspapers sang the prospects and changes that 
were either under foot or planned. Chinley now had direct railway access to 
Sheffield, Liverpool, Manchester Central, Nottingham, Birmingham, Lough-
borough and  London St Pancras . 
 

January 1908 Transferring the engine cleaning facilities from Buxton to 
Chinley. There has been considerable talk in railway circles of transferring 
the engine cleaning facilities at Buxton to Chinley. This means that engine 
cleaners, stokers, drivers and guards and their families will have to come to 
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live in Chinley. This would considerably increase the population and give an 
impetus to the building trade. Buxton's loss was to be Chinley's gain. 
 
July 1909  News headings in local papers publicised the progress of the new 
Chinley. The railway lines had been upgraded from 2 sets to 4 sets. There 
was new Shopping Arcade and the prospect of a new Co-operative Store. 
October 1909. It is stated that over 50 people, many of them railway staff 
from Chinley Station have petitioned New Mills Co-operative Society to 
open a new store in Chinley. 

 
July 1910 Chinley 
gets a new gas 
supply. There has 
been much build-
ing of residential 
property of the 
villa type in the 
village, the domi-
nant houses in 
Lyme Park and the 
north side of Bux-
ton Road particu-
larly full-filling 
the future promise 
of grandeur. The 
railway is now one 
of the most im-

portant railway junctions on the Midland Railway.  October 1911. New 
Shops in Chinley are being erected on Lower Lane and the foundations of 
four more are on the corner of Green Lane and Princess Street (later changed 
to Princes Road). Chinley began to be talked about as the ideal residential 
place for commercial travellers and Manchester business men who had to 
make frequent journeys to London and other large towns on the Midland 
Railway network.  March 1912  New  houses are being built in Princes Road, 
9 houses are being built by Mr Alf Kirkham and 5 pairs of semis by Mr W. 
Gilman. 

 
March 1911  The Railwayman's Annual Social took place at Belle Vue Cafe, 
when about 20 railwaymen and their wives sat down to an excellent knife 
and fork tea served by Mrs Shepley. After tea a very pleasant social evening 
was spent, Mr William Boswell being elected to the chair and an excellent 
programme was gone through gramophone selections by Mr Shorthouse and 
music selected by Mrs Ada Braddock. 

Naze House, the original Station House 
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March 1911  Chinley has not suffered very much during the Coal Strike, the 
Midland Railway supplying a full service of trains. Messrs Hadfield's bleach-
works have several weeks supply of coal. Where as the Whitehall Works are 
not so well favourably situated. 
 
1916  A formal application was made to Chapel Police Court on Thursday to 
transfer the licence for the refreshment room at Chinley Station to the new 
Secretary of the Midland Railway, Mr Walter Newman Bancroft. 
 
By 1920 Chinley Station had 33 trains to Manchester and 35 to Derby. By 
1922 over 67,000 passengers per year were using the station; by 1925 the 
figures rose 110,106. 
 
January 1927  The Chinley and Buxworth Parish Council's request that re-
duced fares should be granted to Chinley passengers in line with those given 
to passengers at New Mills, Whaley Bridge and Hayfield was been turned 
down by the Midland Railway Company.   
 
March 1928  Mr J. Harford, Chinley Stationmaster sent a list of the men on 
the station to be considered for the local fire brigade. September 1928  Com-
plaints were made concerning the timing of the last train from Buxton which 
leaves before the opera is over. 
 
During WW2 the train service was reduced to 24  per day to Manchester and 
22 to the south and east. 
 
1948  Saw the introduction of diesels No 10000 and 10001. Chinley paid a 
small part in the introduction of diesel electric locomotives into the  British 
Rail system. 10000 and 10001 were the first mainline diesel electric railway 
engines to be built in Great Britain. Built in association with English Electric 
at the Derby works of the LMSR, they had a 1600 hp diesel engine. 10000 
was officially presented to the press at the Derby works in December 1947 
and out shipped just 3 weeks before the nationalisation of the railway net-
work. 10001 appeared in July 1948. In January 1948, 10000 undertook tests 
on the line between London St Pancras and Manchester via Chinley. It 
hauled a 12 carriage train which also included a dynamometer carriage. The 
length of the train enabled Buxworth school children to claim that these trial 
runs were ñBridgers ò that is the total length of train encompassed or exceed-
ed the distance between the two railway bridges at Brierley Green, Bux-
worth. From February 1948 10000 was placed on the twice daily Derby to 
London return passenger route. 10001 also began service on the London to 
Derby Route, when completed, with a Derby to Manchester service. In late 
1948 both 10000 and 10001 were withdrawn for modifications based on ser-
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vice experience. 10000 was withdrawn from service in 1963 and scrapped in 
May 1968. 10001 was withdrawn in 1966 and scrapped in February 1968. A 
move by railwaymen to preserve both engines failed. 
 
April 1950  ñThey planned for a capital when they constructed Chinley Sta-
tion with its five platforms and a bay.ò was yet another newspaper headline 
that reflected on the lost dream. Chinley  had been courted as the Capital of 
the High Peak with its railway facilities, a much more convenient meeting 
place than Chapel-en-le-Frith. The High Peak Parliamentary Election results 
were planned to be declared at Chinley. A new secondary school was needed, 
also that must be at Chinley because of the travel facilities for children over a  
large part of the Peak. 
 
February 1951  British Railways says that they are changing their drinks li-
cence for the refreshment room on Chinley Station to their Holdings Execu-
tive. 
 
January 1954  Land near Portland Grove, Chinley, owned by British Rail-
ways is being considered by the Chinley and Buxworth Parish Council for 
public toilets.   December 1955  British Railways say that the takings at 
Chinley Station over the last 54 Sundays is only Ã17. 
 

The closing of Buxworth Station on the 15 September 1958, concentrated the 
minds of  Chinley and Buxworth Parish Council wonderfully. The proposal 

The sorry state of Chinley Station 
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in the early 1960's by British Railways to withdraw passenger facilities at 
Chinley Station was argued against within a seven page document. The Par-
ish Council countered the claim by British Railways that Chinley only served 
a rural population.  The fact that  the annual passenger numbers in 1965 had 
fallen to 25,468. had no doubt influenced the endeavour of the Parish Council 
to keep Chinley Station open for railway passengers. 
 
On 13th February 1973 the Flying  Scotsman returned to Liverpool by sea 
from America. On the 19th February 1973, the first journey of the Flying 
Scotsman, under her own steam,  was to the Derby workshops through Man-
chester, Chinley and the Hope Valley. The High Peak Reporter, with a pic-
ture of the Scotsman reports--The Flying Scotsman, looking slightly out of 
condition after its sojourn in America and trans-Atlantic crossing, steamed 
through Chinley Station on Monday morning on its way to the Derby work-
shops for repairs. Crowds of people were waiting on Chinley station, three 
quarters of an hour before it was due. Emerging slowly out of the fog, it was 
January 14th 1963 when the engine had last used been used on public service. 
It was still bearing the No 4472, of the London and North Eastern Railway, it 
had been renumbered No 60103 by British Railways. 
 
29 September 1979  The Flying Scotsman hauling the Merseyside Express to 
York via Sheffield stopped at platform 4 at Chinley. The passengers were 
railway enthusiasts travelling from Guide Bridge via Sheffield to York. 
 
1986 July  The Manchester Evening News headline concerned a fatal railway 
accident at Chinley in which 41 year old Edward Everett lost his life. He was 
at the controls of a Sheffield to Manchester Inter City express which collided 
with two stationary ñlightò coupled engines awaiting permission to cross over 
to the main line heading to Buxton. Due to a power cut the automatic signals 
failed when Signalman Ian Holland pushed the switch to give precedence to 
the two light engines as the Inter City train approached. The lights remained 
red but the points changed, despite the driver Edward Plant swinging the con-
trols of his two ñlightò engines into reverse, there was a collision. Edward 
Everett lost his life from the multiple injuries received in the collision. Clive 
Rushton, the High Peak Coroner, said but for Mr Plant's prompt action the 
casualty figures in the crash would have soared. Mr. Plant, later suffered two 
heart attacks and never worked again. 
 
With the passage of time through a ñslow war of attrition.ò the rail service at 
Chinley gradually deteriorated. Then out of the blue, after numerous com-
plaints had been raised the 3 March 1989 Buxton Advertiser headline read  
ñChinley in line for a station to be proud of.ò  It was the countering comment 
made by M. E. Anderson, Provincial Manager, North West Services, British 
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Railways Board.  He quoted ñThat from May 1989 the Sheffield- Chinley -
Manchester service will be increased to an hourly service and the journey 
times reduced by 5 minutes. The redundant platforms will be removed and a 
new footbridge and car park will be provided, with associated landscaping. 
Plans are afoot to apply for residential planning consent for the non-
operational part of the former complex.ò 
 
The original station footbridge was demolished, the old local grit-stone sta-
tion buildings were demolished, to be replaced with draughty bus stop type 
shelters. Hell on earth in a High Peak winter. The old footbridge was re-
placed, with a disabled unfriendly version. The surplus railway land was sold 
off to developers, houses were built and passenger numbers increased The 
small station car park became too small to cater for the number of cars, the 
adjoining roads became clogged . The Station survives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Keith Holford 
 
 

Chinley Station in 2017 



MEDIEVAL MEDICAL THEORIES 
 

Modern illnesses such as influenza, small pox, dysentery and typhus sporadi-
cally visited medieval society, but unlike today, these diseases were often 
terminal. Although medieval physicians appear to have understood the con-
cepts of infection, their knowledge was very restricted due to the constraints 
made upon them by centuries of religious doctrine. 
 
As a result of this doctrine, medieval physicians were left stagnated with the 
archaic medcial theories  of the likes of Hippocrates (460ï370 BC) and Galen 
(129-199AD). Disease diagnosis and cure, therefore, was based on under-
standing cosmology and how the balance of the ónaturals and humoursô could 
be maintained within a patientôs body (see fig. 1). From the available medie-
val sources it is apparent that their only grasp of contagion was limited to 
leprosy. 

 
Fig.1. Showing the relationship between the Naturals, Astrological and Herbal 

ideas used in Anatomy in the Early/Mid. Middle Ages 

 
 

Avoidance of a leprosy sufferer was the recommended practice to prevent 
contact with the disease. The idea that bacteria were the cause of the illness 
would have been inconceivable, as would the idea that bacteria carried by 
rodent fleas would transmit plague to humans. This lack of knowledge not 
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only restricted appropriate curative action, it also led to the inability to pre-
vent the spread of the latter over the majority of the English countryside. 
Medieval medical roots lay in the rational Hellenistic teachings of the likes of 
Galen, who believed that the anatomy and physiology were theistic in charac-
ter. The dissections they carried out provided a firm understanding of the 
structure and nomenclature of the human body, but their assumptions of how 
the components worked were not wholly understood. Consequently the or-
gans and cells were conceived as a ñmass of seething fluidsò in which the 
humours flowed. The basic medieval theories were acceptable to Christian 
theology, since they were based upon the concept that ñevery individual be-
ing a microcosm of the universe would function in the same way as the uni-
verseò. Dissection, therefore, was considered to go against the teachings of 
Christ, and as a result the practice was forbidden in the Western world by the 
second century A.D.  Consequently, the term óanatomizationô was used that 
involved the observation, partition or reductioné.of the natural world in or-
der to balance the natural humours of the body. 
ü The Humours were part of a group of 7 ónaturalsô; a combination of 

these explained the workings of the human body. According to Hippo-

cratic medicine, the outer square (fig. 1) represented the four óclassic 

elementsô ï fire, earth, water and air. By the Galenic era the elements 

became known as humours ïyellow bile, black bile, phlegm and blood. 

ü A Quality/Tendency was associated with each humour ï hot, cold, 

wet and dry. 

ü The inner square connected the Tendencies; these in turn were associat-

ed with age and sex and operated in opposition to each other. 

ü Principle Members (parts of the body) had specific responsibilities: 

o Liver ï nutrition, growth and reproduction (natural virtues) 

o Heart ï chest and arteries (spiritual members) 

o Brain ï spinal cord and nerves (animal virtues) 

ü Spiritus ï air pneuma; produced in the heart and carried via the ar-

teries. Fig. 2 [overleaf] shows a highly stylised Arabic/Greek based 

13th century medical manuscript describing the pneuma and other 

systems. 
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ü Virtues ï activities of the system. 

ü Operations ï functions of individual organs. 

 

 Fig 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each human being then, was made up of an uneven mix of the four elements, 
with one complexion predominating. The latter was perceived to derive from 
the configuration of the heavens at the time of a personôs birth. The astrologi-
cal significance of a patient, therefore, became an important factor in medical 
diagnosis. It was thought that the 7 planets and 12 houses of the zodiac influ-
enced specific parts of the body. In order to interpret these influences many 
elaborate drawings were produced to assist the physicians (figs. 3 and 5).    
  
Humoural medicine believed that prophylaxis (prevention) was as important 
as therapeutics (treatment). To remain healthy one should practice the use of 
the six ónon-naturalsô ï earth and air; sleep and waking; food and drink; rest 
and exercise; excretion and retention; passions or emotions. If qualities were 
perceived to cause disease and opposite cure was recommended. Should the 
colour of urine sample indicate humoural imbalance, a sympathetic herbal 
ólike-for-likeô cure may be prescribed or phlebotomy, e.g. yellow broom seed 
cured jaundice, whereas red plants (blood root) relieved blood disorders. 
Geoffrey de Meaux (a 14th  century astrologer) advised the use of ñthe natural 
power of adamant (magnet or loadstone) to attract iron or sammony (a pow-
erful purgative) to purge yellow bileò and that ñcompound medicine, such as 
turbith, naturally expels phlegm from the stomacheò. By the 15th century phy-
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sicians had developed diagnostics a stage further through the introduction of 
the Sphere of Pythagoras (fig. 4) that would give a prognosis for the patientôs 
survival of his ailments. 
 
Fig 3.  Late 14th Century English Astrological Treatise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig 4.  15th Century Sphere of Pythagoras 
            used to assess if a patient would 
            survive treatment 

 
 
 

Fig.5. Book of Physiognomy showing the 
twelve signs of the Zodiac, 

the seven Planets influencing Human Lives 
 

 
Diagnosis and prognosis, then, was very 
much based upon the uniqueness of each 
individual and how their humours were 
balanced. Galen, in his 2nd century book 
on fevers states, ñthat the body suffers no 
corruption unless the material of the body 
has a tendency towards itò. C Morris, in 
his Plague in Britain; Some Medical As-
pects of Plague, declares that John F. 
Shrewsbury ñassumes that our ancestors 

D.F.H.S. Sep Qtr 2017 23 



D.F.H.S. Sep Qtr 2017 24 

could not distinguish one disease from anotherò. This is not the case, alt-
hough he does comment ñtyphus fever was not differentiated from bubonic 
plague until the mid 19th century. Our modern technical nomenclature for dis-
eases such as typhus, plague, small pox and influenza may not have been 
used by medieval physicians, but they were aware of the different types of 
fevers presented by such diseases (pestilances). 
 
There are numerous Concilia (plague tracts) written between 1348-1500, 
mostly based on contemporary Florentine literary sources, many of which are 
compiled by Karl Sudholf editor of Archiv fur Geschinchte der Madizin 
(1911 and 1925). These tracts contain instruction on the causes, prevention 
and remedies of diseases. These treatise not only contain information outlined 
above; many refer to feverish illnesses that were the result of a patientôs body 
coming into contact with poisonous air, either internally or externally. 
Mariano de Ser Jacopo, for instance, said, ñthe pestilence derives from cor-
rupt and poisonous airò. Another 15th century treatise explained, ñsin was the 
cause of plague, although the physical cause was the corruption of the air by 
poisonous matter from the seaò. To what extent ócorrupt airô affected people 
was determined by the notion of opposites; since air was considered to be hot 
and wet, people of cold, dry complexion would be less likely to contract a 
pestilence. Doctor Montpellier (in 1349) pinpointed the cause of fever to the 
three principle members in the human body (see above): 
 ñUnder-ripe food ferments in the stomach to create dangerous viscid 
And windy moisture, and draws the blood into the liver, which inevitably 
causes sickness and poisoning. This corrupt matter often forms a windy ul-
cer.ò 
 ñWhen windy moisture has filled one place, it ascends via the jugular 
to the brain, and when it reaches the lungs it fills the pulmonary canal, stop-
ping the movement of the lungs so that it cannot ventilate the heart to cool 
itécausing pestilent fever.ò                
      
Each principle member was believed to have its emunctory (excretory duct) 
where it could expel waste matter: the armpits for the heart, groin for the liver 
and under the ear and tongue, the brain. Once the bloodstream has been ex-
posed to poisonous air, physicians believed that a specific sequence of events 
occurred and that the position of erupting buboes indicated whereabouts in 
the body the poison had reached. Although these buboes were viewed as an 
omen of death, it was recommended that they should be allowed to óripenô 
and then, by the process of phlebotomy, be lanced to allow the corrupt matter 
to escape. 
 
The concept of poisoned blood, buboes and corrupt air was, on the whole, 
deemed an adequate explanation for the causes of plague for medieval doc-
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tors. In some respects, this notion was not too far from the truth, especially 
since bacteria were unknown until some centuries later. Many contemporary 
writers commented on the fact that rats were more numerous during plague 
periods and Jacme dôArgdmont of Lerida (1348) commented that feverish 
disease ñmay be connected to dirtò. We now know that dirty conditions and 
rats exist side-by-side, a common phenomena in the medieval town and coun-
tryside. Periodically, especially in times of famine, rats become infested with 
innumerable bacilli in their bloodstream (bacteraemia). The fleas that feed 
from the infected rats ingest the bacilli, which attack their oesophagus, result-
ing in the inability to swallow food efficiently. The infected rats die, and in 
desperation their fleas attack a new host, the human, and regurgitate infected 
bacilli into a new bloodstream, poisoning it creating a new pathway for the 
spread of the plague. 
 
The appearance of subcutaneous haemorrhaging (gangrenous pustules) is the 
first symptom of plague for modern day physicians. Once infected poisonous 
blood is carried to the lymphatic system, eventually creating enlarged lymph 
nodes at the armpit, groin and neck. Accompanying symptoms of modern 
plague are high fever, heart failure along with inflation of the spleen and kid-
neys. These symptoms bear a strong relationship to those given above by 
doctor Montpellier. 
 
Corrupt air was ascribed as the reason why plague spread so widely and rap-
idly since it ñcould be drawn deep into the bodyò and when exhaled by a 
stricken human, would intensify the corruption of the air around them. With-
out the recommended protection of the nose and mouth and additional sweet 
smelling potions, further spread of plague was deemed inevitable. Once 
again, medieval medics were on the right lines, since primary plague 
(bubonic) can, in times of sharp temperature drop, move to the lungs devel-
oping into pneumonic plague that can be transmitted from human-human. 
Guy de Chauliac (1348) aptly describes the pneumonic stage as ñcontinuous 
fever and expectoration of bloodò. The modern description being a ñsevere 
cough and consolidation in the lungs, rapid cyanosis and the discharge of 
bloody sputum that containò the lethal Y. pestis, making transmission air-
bourne ñ. 
 
Medieval descriptions of disease do present us with clues about endemic dis-
ease, but it is impossible to make an analysis of how many people died of any 
particular ailment. Contemporary writers, as described above, tended to refer 
to all fevers as pestilence and few gave adequate symptoms to differentiate 
between on illness and another. Manorial and religious records noted deaths 
of tenants, serfs and priests, but not necessarily the cause of their death. Even 
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as late as 1632 the recording of deaths within towns left a lot to the imagina-
tion. 
 
To the medieval doctor an individual mirrored the universe and any illness 
was the result of the negative influence of the natural phenomenon surround-
ing them. Knowledge of the internal structure of the body had been known 
for centuries, but medieval theologists had banned the practice of dissection, 
thus stagnating medical practices. Fortunately many anatomical diagrams 
were preserved to assist physicians in their art. Diagnosis and treatment, 
though, remained based upon these diagrams and upon the configuration of 
the planets that enabled them to maintain the balance of the naturals and hu-
mours within the body. Knowledge of herbs and their abilities to balance op-
posing influences were the main weapons to counteract most illnesses. 
Fevers posed a problem because it was believed that such afflictions were 
difficult to contain, since exhaled air from a victim would intensify the poi-
soning effect of an already corrupt air. Numerous contemporary writers de-
scribed a variety of feverish conditions, but they were ascribed the general 
term ópestilenceô, thus making it difficult for modern physicians to decipher 
exactly which disease was, in fact, being described. Some writers did recog-
nise symptoms that could only be describing plague and a few noted that the 
disease was mostly prevalent in areas with high density of rat populations and 
dirty conditions. Some differentiated between primary and secondary plague, 
but did not directly connect the rat and plague disease since they were una-
ware of the presence or spread of Y.pestis bacilli by the bites of infected rat 
fleas. What is most significant about 14th century medical theories and prac-
tices was the inability to prevent disastrous spread of plague throughout the 
country. 
 
Sources: 
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Valerie Garton [Mem 8048] 

E-mail:  valerie.garton@sky.com 
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HELP WANTED !! 
 
I am researching my LYNAM family and many of my ancestors lived in 
Nether Heage, so any knowledge of this name in the area would be welcome. 
 
I have a large parchment document which covenants a well described house 
and piece of land from Ann Lynam to Matthew Doubleday in 1867.  I think 
this may be on what is now known as Brook Street, Nether Heage and may be 
number 24 or nearby.  In more detail, the property previously belonged to 
William Lynam, who was Annôs brother.  Ann lived there after William died, 
then she covenanted the property to Matthew who was married to Annôs 
niece Elizabeth Lynam, whose father was a Joseph Lynam.  Ann died intes-
tate, her brother William had died before her as had her natural son Samuel, 
and it seems that the covenanted property somehow escheated to the Crown 
and didnôt seem to end up belonging to Matthew Doubleday.  Some years 
later in 1879/1880 my great grandfather James Lynam [who was Annôs great 
nephew] left a solicitorsô invoice indicating that he was attempting to buy the 
property back from the Crown, but we have no knowledge of him having 
done so.  Any history of Orchard House, Brook Street, or any house adjacent 
would be welcome, or anything else that could help to unravel the mystery. 
 
Matthew Doubleday was listed as a school teacher in the 1871 census, any 
information on where to find any school records or anything about his brief 
time in Heage would be very useful.  He was married to Elizabeth Lynam, 
she died as Elizabeth Doubleday, and was buried in Heage on 3 March 1969.  
Matthew was better known as a slater in Nottingham and also as an artist. 
 
Did Matthew live in the house mentioned above or did he live elsewhere?  
Why did he take up school teaching in Heage for a year or two and why did 
he go back to Nottingham? 
 

Where was/is Tithe Farm South Wingfield Park. Another branch of the 
Lynam family resided there. Is it the same as Park Farm South Wingfield?  
 
I have a good deal more detail about all this if anyone would like to know 
more. 
 

Philippa Corrie [Mem No 8050] 
Waters Edge, Red Hill Marina 
Ratcliffe on Soar, Notts NG11 0EB 
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The Origins of the Johnsons in Tibshelf  
 

From the 1930s to quite recently, J & T Johnson were well-known chrysan-
themum growers in Tibshelf. The business was started by Thomas Johnson, 
born 16 July 1884 in Tibshelf, and his brother Joseph Johnson, born 20 Sep-
tember 1878 in Newton. They won many national awards and were renowned 
members of the Royal Horticultural Society. 
 
Derby Daily Telegraph, 27 August 1932 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Derby Daily Telegraph, 18 September 1936 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My grandmother Edith Johnson was their younger sister, and was born 24 
Oct 1896 in Tibshelf. 
 
Their father Thomas Johnson was born in Lount, Leicestershire in 1852, and 
was to father 12 children, including Thomas, Joseph and Edith. 
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Thomas Johnson (centre), with sons Thomas and Joseph 

 

This article is planned to one of a series presenting the origins of the Johnson 
family of Tibshelf, and this one in particular concentrates on Frances John-
son, the grandmother of Thomas, Joseph and Edith. 
 
Frances Johnson born 1829 in Staunton Harold, Leicestershire 
Frances Johnson (b1829) was my second great-grandmother and until recent-
ly had been a completely unknown quantity to us. My parents started doing 
Family History research in the early 1980s, but little was known about 
Frances, even though her granddaughter (and my grandmother) Edith John-
son (b1896), was still alive at the time. 
 
Birth of son Thomas Johnson 1852 by William Astle 
All we have known for the past 30 years has been based on the information 
from various certificates. First, from the birth certificate of her illegitimate 
son Thomas (b 19 April 1852, Lount, Leicestershire), which gave his moth-
er's name as Frances Johnson, with no father specified.  
On Thomas's baptism record (15 August 1852, Worthington, Leics) his moth-
er is given as Frances Johnson, while the father is given as Joseph Johnson 
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(in reality Frances's father), probably for propriety's sake. Thomas's marriage 
certificate (9 June 1873, Breedon) then gives the extra piece of information 
that Thomas's father was a certain William Astle. More on him later. 
 
Birth of son John Bott 1856 by James Bott 
Coming back to Frances, we did know that in 1855 she got pregnant again, 
this time by James Bott, whom she married 21 January 1856 at Breedon, be-
fore giving birth on 6 July 1856 to a son, John Bott. After that Frances and 
James seemed to disappear completely. Census returns for the area in 1861 
gave no further trace at all neither of Frances nor of William Astle nor of 
James Bott. Her son Thomas was living with his grandparents Joseph John-
son and Sarah Watson in both the 1861 and 1871 census returns, while her 
son John Bott was also living with Joseph and Sarah in the 1871 census. 
 
What happened to Frances Johnson and William Astle? 
So what happened to Frances, and what happened to William Astle, the sup-
posed father of Thomas Johnson? All will be explained below! 
 
New research 
In 2014, I started unravelling the story of Frances of William. It seems like a 
soap opera. Frances was born around 1829 in Staunton Harold, near Lount, 
Leicestershire. No trace of her birth or baptism has yet been found, the only 
information on her birth is from the various census returns. 
 
She was the eldest of 9 children of Joseph Johnson and Sarah Watson, who 
married 28 July 1828 in Breedon-on-the-Hill. The census returns all give her 
place of birth as Staunton Harold except the 1851 which specifies Lount. Her 
sister Elizabeth Johnson was born in Newbold and christened 24 July 1831 in 
Breedon. Her other brothers and sisters were all born in Lount. 
 
So we know where the family settled, and we also know that her father Jo-
seph Johnson was born 11 June 1809 in Coleorton. 
 
In November 2015, I discovered that her mother Sarah Watson and grandfa-
ther John Watson had been born in Heathend, part of the then parish of Hea-
thend and Staunton Harold, 3m SW of Breedon and 3m N of Lount. She was 
baptised in Calke on 26 November 1809, over the border in Derbyshire, but 
only 1m from Heathend. Her father John Watson was also baptised in Calke, 
on 8 March 1789. Unfortunately, Frances does not appear to have been chris-
tened at Calke, nor in nearby Ticknall or Melbourne in Derbyshire, nor in 
Breedon, Worthington, Coleorton, Whitwick or Griffydam. 
 
Through the census return in 1841 for grandfather John Watson, we now 
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know where the name "Frances" comes from. John had a daughter named 
Frances, b1818, who was a younger sister to Sarah, her mother. That is, 
Frances Johnson was most likely named after her aunt Frances Watson, her 
mother's sister. 
 
William Astle born 1825 
On 19 April 1852, Frances gave birth to an illegitimate son, Thomas Johnson. 
From Thomas's marriage certificate from 1873, we know that Frances's father 
was William Astle. During 2014, I discovered that William Astle was born 
15 May 1825 in Aston on Trent, Derbyshire, some 8 miles from Lount. In the 
1851 census, taken 31 March 1851, his name is reported as William Astall, 
and he was actually living in Lount, the same village where Frances Johnson 
was also living. So this puts them together at the crucial time, being as Thom-
as Johnson was born in April 1852. 
 
The question is, why didn't they get married? Well, William was not only in a 
relationship with Frances Johnson, he had also had an illegitimate child 
called Sarah (b1849) by a girl named Hannah Higgins, who not only was 
from the same village of Lount, but lived next door to Frances! He then got 
Hannah pregnant again in early 1852! We can imagine young William being 
asked to account for his actions by the two girls, as by early 1852, both of his 
girlfriends were pregnant! 
 
William Astle marries Hannah Higgins 1852 
In the end, William decided to marry Hannah, which he did 31 May 1852, 
just one month after Frances had her child! In the 1861 census, William and 
Hannah are still living together, and now they have 5 children: Sarah b1849, 
William b1852, Benjamin b1855, Elizabeth  b1857 and Mary b1860. 
 
Frances Johnson marries James Bott 1856 
In 1855 Frances is pregnant again, this time by James Bott, whom she mar-
ried in January 1856, before giving birth in July 1856 to John Bott. James 
Bott, however, is hardly the ideal husband for Frances. He continually either 
abandons her and his child or assaults Frances. He is convicted a number of 
times for assault and spend some time in jail. Frances goes into and out of the 
poor house many times between September 1856 and 1861, sometimes with 
both children (Thomas b1852, John b1856), other times just with John. To-
wards the end of the 1850s, Thomas moves permanently in with his grand-
parents Joseph and Sarah. 
 
The reason why Frances is not immediately visible in the 1861 census is be-
cause she and son John Bott were at the time living in the Ashby de la Zouch 
Union Workhouse. James appears to have continued his life of crime and as-
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sault, but following his spell in jail in February 1859, in March 1859 he was 
committed to Leicester and Rutland Lunatic Asylum, where he died in July 
1864, aged just 29. 
 
A further complication is that on 30 July 1861, (so after the census was com-
piled in April 1861), Frances had another child while in the poor house. No 
name is given, in fact when Frances is discharged from the poor house in 
September 1861, the child is still specified as "infant". As far as I can gather, 
Frances did not return to the poor house afterwards. The child was subse-
quently called George, on his birth certificate the father is specified as James 
Bott, who was though in the Lunatic Asylum at the crucial time, while Wil-
liam Astle was still married to Hannah Higgins. So there may be some doubt 
over his real father, and we will never know. 
 
Frances finally marries William Astle 1864 
The next important date is 1863, when Hannah Higgins dies. With James 
Bott also dying in July 1864, the way is open for Frances and William Astle 
to finally get together. They married 26 Dec 1864, and then lived together 
until William's death on 19 Sep 1899. Frances died 22 Jan 1903. They had 
two further children, Joseph in 1867 and Hannah in 1874. 
 
In the 1871 census, Frances and William were living  together with William's 
children by Hannah, and with George, who was born in the poor house. 
Thomas Johnson, also a child of William and Frances, was not living with 
them. Neither was John Bott, Frances's child by James Bott. Both of these 
children of Frances went to live with their grandparents, Joseph Johnson and 
Sarah Watson. 
 
Presumably, when Frances and William got married in 1864, son Thomas, 
then aged 12, was not completely happy, and could have argued that being as 
William didn't want Thomas before, why should Thomas, now a teenager, go 
and live with someone who had previously refused him? Thomas was though 
in contact with other members of the Astle family, he and his half-brother 
William Astle (b1852) both moved to Tibshelf at the same time and lived 
within 100 yards of each other for a while. Furthermore, Thomas did name 
his second child "Fanny", so perhaps he wasn't completely estranged from his 
mother, even though they do not seem to have been in contact after Thomas 
moved to Tibshelf in 1875. 
 
In all the census returns from 1871 onwards, the Astle family is registered as 
Hassall, and when Frances died in 1903, her death was registered as Hassell. 
Interestingly, her son John Bott was present at the death. 
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On a final note about William, it is interesting that he managed to get two 
young girls pregnant and didn't seem inclined at the time to "do the right 
thing", but eventually ended up marrying both of them! 
 
Thomas Johnson moves to Tibshelf 1874 
My grandmother Edith Johnson always said that her parents Thomas Johnson 
and Sarah Rushton Reed had eloped to get married in 1873. Perhaps, but why 
elope locally to get married in Breedon? Possibly the reality was slightly dif-
ferent, Sarah was pregnant at the time, so perhaps rather than an elopement, it 
was a rushed wedding! Soon afterwards, in 1874, he and his new bride 
moved away from Lount, Leicestershire to Tibshelf, Derbyshire, and the rest 
is history. Frances did not follow them. 
 
Perhaps this is why there was no knowledge of Frances when my parents 
started researching her back in 1980, and our grandmother Edith Johnson, 
granddaughter of Frances, was still alive. Frances was an enigma, and the 
only mention of William Astle was as Thomas Johnson's father in the 1873 
marriage certificate. Neither could be found. 
 
Now we have unravelled the story and it is quite clear what happened. We 
are though still missing the exact date of birth of Frances. I suspect that she 
was born either just before or just after Joseph Johnson and Sarah Watson got 
married in 1828, most likely a standard 6-month Johnson pregnancy! 
 
Summary of Frances's life story 
1829 born: Staunton Harold. 
1841 census: living in Lount, near Staunton Harold, parish of Breedon. 
1851 census: living in Lount, near Staunton Harold, birth specified as Lount. 
1852: gives birth to Thomas Johnson, father was William Astle. 
1856: marries James Bott (January), gives birth to John Bott (July), enters the 
poor house at Ashby for the first time (September), after husband James de-
serted her. 
1857-1861: in and out of the poor house in Ashby more or less continually. 
1857: James Bott convicted for assaulting Frances. 
1858: James Bott convicted for assaulting Frances. 
1859: James Bott committed to Leicester Lunatic Asylum. 
1861 census: living in Ashby poor house, birth specified as Staunton; gives 
birth to son George (unknown father). 
1864: James Bott dies, Frances marries William Hastle. 
1867: gives birth to son Joseph Hassall. 
1871 census: living in Newbold, Worthington, with husband William Hassall, 
birth specified as Staunton. 
1874: gives birth to Hannah Hassall. 
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1881 census: living in Newbold, Worthington, Parish of St Mathews, birth 
specified as Staunton. William is not present, I think he was in Leicester hos-
pital. 
1891 census, living in Newbold, Worthington, address Newbold Toll House, 
birth Staunton. William is back home again. 
1899: William Hassall dies in Beeston, Notts, at home of daughter Elizabeth. 
1901 census, living in Newbold, Worthington, St Mathews, address Newbold 
Gate House, birth Staunton. 
1903: death of Frances Johnson Hassell, 22 Jan 1903, aged 74, in Newbold, 
Worthington. Her son John Bott was in attendance. 

 
John Lomas, 23 May 2017 
e-mail: j.lomas@nexture.it 

http://www.lomascuderi.com/index.php/johnson-family 
 

SOUTH SITCH 
 
Upon reading the March 2017 issue of the Derbyshire Family History 
Society journal, I was startled by seeing the photo of South Sitch, 
Idridgehay, in the brief article by Peter Cresswell.  It so happens that I 
have a similar photo because of my connection with the Mellor family.  
George Mellor built South Sitch in 1621 according to an account by Max-
well Craven.   
 
George was the great grandfather of Samuel Mellor who died in 1801 
leaving the house to Mary, his youngest daughter.  She in turn married 
Nicholas Cresswell as mentioned in Keith Holfordôs article concerning 
Nicholasô journal  in the November 2016 issue. 
 
The Mellor family, resident in Idridgehay by the 1450s, was ancestral to 
many of the branches of the Mellor family in Derbyshire.  My ancestor 
Thomas Mellor, a freeholder at Town End, Chapel en le Frith, by 1620, 
could very well be one of these descendants.  

Roger S. Nichols [Mem No 453] 
E-mail:  RnGNichols@aol.com 
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Philip Murray and the Tugboat Worcester 
 

In the mid 1960's British Waterways wanted to close canals that were deemed 
to be abandoned or closed to navigation. One such canal was the Peak Forest 
Canal that snaked into the High Peak ending in the Bugsworth Basin, High 
Peak. Bessie Bunker founded the Inland Waterways Protection Society 
(I.W.P.S).  She had learned, from an unknown source, that British Waterways 
had issued a canoe licence during the critical period of abandonment. Using 
this information she persuaded all the local authorities along the canal to fight 
against the closure order. A meeting was held at the Bredbury and Romiley 
U.D.C Offices and the fight began. Eventually the closed to navigation argu-
ment failed and full restoration began, with pick and shovel movements. It 
was April 1992 before the canal was finally declared fully navigable again. 
 
Philip Murray was a local baker in Chinley, he was both a boat enthusiast and 
a model railway buff.  He invited the Chinley and Buxworth Parish Council 
to a cruise along the Bridgewater Canal in his tugboat ñWorcesterò  Philip's 
prime motive  was to persuade the Chinley & Buxworth Parish Council to 
support the full restoration of the Bugsworth Basin.  The day cometh and the 
Parish Party boarded his boat on the Bridgewater canal. It was a cultural 
shock for Parish Party, the Worcester gave the appearance, that rust was a 
main component whereas the Swedish Bolinder engine shone brand spanking 
new, we could have had the picnic on the copper and brasswork. It being a 
Sunday, fishermen lining the opposite bank  waved gratuitously, but this was 
about to change . Some bright spark asked whether the tug had a turn of 
speed, Philip in Toad of Toad Hall mood, fully opened up the injector mutter-
ing ñ turn of speed, turn of speed ! ò The tug surged forward causing a bank 
of thick oily smoke to drift across to fisher folk, whose shaking king fists, 
shouts and gesticulations didn't leave much to the imagination. The picnic 
took some time and it was a more leisurely cruise back to the start of the day. 
 
I embarked on a whim, after all it is a boat story, to find out more about the 
tug ñWorcester.ò The Worcester, built by Abdela & Mitchell Co, Queensfer-
ry, on the River Dee in 1912, was an iron tunnel tug, she worked the Worces-
ter and Birmingham Canal through the Tardebigge and Shortwood Tunnels, 
which were 568 and 608 yards in length, towing a train of  up to 12-20 coal 
boats,  with a total displacement that could be 400 tons, at two miles an hour. 
Her length was 45 feet with a width of 6ft 6ins. It was built for the Worcester 
and Birmingham Canal at a cost of Ã766.  The engine was originally a 36 hp 
twin cylinder British Kromhout built for Perman & Co by Plenty & Sons, 
Newbury, Berkshire.  The original engine gave out pungent fumes, following 
legal action the Sharpness New Dock Co had it re-engined in 1930 with a 30 
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hp semi-diesel  Swedish Bolinder engine. The original superstructure was 
painted cream, the hull black, with a red oxide roof. On the nationalisation of 
the canal network in 1948, British Waterways changed the paintwork to the 
in-house blue and yellow livery. After a full restoration in 1978  ñWorcesterò 
reverted to its original colour scheme, superstructure cream, hull black, red 
oxide roof. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
She operated with a crew of two, the engineer was paid 30 shillings a week 
and the steerer 25 shillings.  The crew didn't live on board, but lived in rented 
lodgings in Tardebigge, a row of houses still known as ñTug Row.ò  7 years 
after nationalisation, horse drawn boats were withdrawn from service, 
Worcester continued to be used, mainly as an ice breaker until 1959 when it 
was recommended that she be ñcut up and scrapped.ò She was eventually 
sold to ñPrecision Dies and Toolsò of Tardebigge, she was barely used, and 
in 1963/64 she was sold into private ownership and moored on the Bridge-
water Canal. 
 
That time scale and the mention of private ownership points to that owner-
ship being Philip Murray, it was in the autumn of 1968 when Philip staged 
the ñParish Council Picnicò on the Bridgewater Canal with free Pyrotechnics 
and optional thick black smoke. ñPhilip's Picnic Magicò worked for on the 14 
September 1968, the High Peak Reporter heads a report with headline ñCanal 
work started on the Bugsworth Basin.ò  Councillors Atkins and Holford are 
depicted holding spades, but not aggressively digging on site. On the 8 Au-
gust 1969, in the same paper the headline now reads ñBuxworth's Big Dayò 
bye-line ñCanal Volunteers Complete the First Hundred Yards of the Bug-
sworth Basin.ò The name ñBugsworth Basinò was retained by the ñInland 

Tugboat Worcester before restoration 
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Waterways Protection Societyò a new conservation group that took over the 
lease and the restoration work on site. So highlighting the still current dual 
usage of the village name, Bugsworth and Buxworth. 
 
In 1968 Worcester attended the National Boat Rally held at Marple on the 
Macclesfield Canal. Due to there being an insufficient water supply, Worces-
ter was unable to return to the Bridgwater Canal. There was no call to 
ñAbandon Ship!ò but Worcester was left to deteriorate and sank at High Lane 
where she remained waiting for a Good Samaritan with ample financial re-
sources.  In 1972 the executors of Philip Murray rubbed their hands  and pre-
sented what remained of the tugboat Worcester to the North Western Muse-
um of Inland Navigation, now renamed ñThe National Waterways Museum.ò 
at Ellesmere Port. Restoration work started at once, during her marooned 
days at High Lane the main diesel injector pump had been stolen. An engi-
neering volunteer made a replica and two and half tons of new engine was 
reinstalled. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The rejuvenated ñ Worcesterò is now owned, maintained and operated by the 
Boat Museum Society. I am confidant that Philip, though he may be some-
where  surrounded by black smoke, is still cheering that outcome. 
 

Keith Holford. April 2017 

 

 

 

After restoration 
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GRANDFATHERôS PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
My grandfather, Charles Henstock, was born in 1901 in Tibshelf, Derbyshire, 
as were his two sisters, Hannah in 1899 and Emily in 1907. 
 

He appears to have been a coal miner, enlisted in the Grenadier Guards, and 
eventually moved to London, married.  He died in 1982 in Wandsworth, Lon-
don. 
 

Passed down to me was a collection of photographs, probably taken by my 
grandfather, which I am hoping that those detectives of you might throw 
some light on.  For two of them (below) I would like to see if I can gain some 
more information. 
 

The first is the wedding of his younger sister Emily to Sam Davison in 1933.  

Sam died from a mine roof fall at the Bolsover pit in 1936 (A source of de-

tails who died from mining accidents is Alan Beales database, which can be 

found under Healeyhero.co.uk).   Sam and Emily at the front with Emilyôs 

mother next to Sam, Mary Hannah (nee Oridge, but her maiden name was 

Babbs) Maryôs husband, Abel is not there because he died from a mine acci-

dent in 1926.  Is anybody recognised  in this group photograph? 
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The next photograph appears to be my grandfather digging the garden with a 
cemetery in the background. I believe that it is in Bolsover and from another 
photograph (not with this article) is probably where Sam Davison was buried.  
Is the cemetery in Bolsover and what is it called?  A clue might be, what 
looks like the spire of a church, behind some trees in the background. 

 

It is interesting that my father was told that he was not going down the coal 
mines.  In consideration that my fatherôs grandfather died from a pit accident 
in 1926, my grandfatherôs brother-in-law died from a coal roof fall in 1936 
and I have seen documents for my grandfather making a claim in relation to 
coal mining, Iôm not surprised that he was told that.  

 
John Henstock [Mem No 2558] 

E-mail:  henstock1925@outlook.com 
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A Strange Coincidence 
 

My motherôs ancestry is nestled comfortably in the hillsides of rural North 
Devon and the task of tracing her forebears turned out to be relatively 
straightforward. Her parental family name is Reed and, after 1756, a middle 
name ñRichardsò was given to the first male born of each new generation. 
This was because young Thomas Reed (1723), my 4x great-grandfather from 
Ilfracombe, fell in love with a rectorôs daughter, Mary Richards, who came 
from the wilds of Trentishoe and Kentisbury, tiny coastal hamlets just a few 
rugged miles from the Reed home. Apparently her father only consented to 
the marriage provided that the family surname, Richards, was perpetuated 
through the female line (as well as through those of his numerous sons!) 
Thomas agreed and, for the next couple of hundred years, his descendants 
obediently carried out the rectorôs wishes: the firstborn son was always John 
or Thomas Richards Reed. 
 
 One day, while sifting through on online indices relating to my Reed line, I 
came across a marriage entry for a John Richards Reed registered in Barnsta-
ple in 1909.  As the registrations for all our Reed births, deaths and marriages 
of that time are recorded under the Barnstaple umbrella, I immediately won-
dered if he could be ñone of oursò, another ancestor so far undiscovered?  
 
Intrigued I ordered the marriage certificate. The details therein told me that 
this John had married on 31st August 1909 in the Church of Peter and Paul, 
Barnstaple. He was 50 years of age, a broker (of what?) and lived in Com-
mercial Road, Barnstaple. His father, also John Richards Reed, was deceased. 
The bride was 32 year old Edith Mary Best, spinster, from Newport and the 
witnesses were Larger Walter Reed (his brother so I later discovered) and 
Alice Martha Best. 
 
If this John Richards Reed was aged 50 in 1909, it would make him of the 
same generation as my great-grandfather, also John Richards Reed, who 
would have been 56 or so at that time. I rechecked all my entries, attempted 
some further research and finally decided that, despite the similarities, this 
man, whose family, it emerged, came from Ireland, could not be related to us. 
 
End of story. 
 
But no! A couple of weeks later, by some extraordinary coincidence, I re-
ceived an email from Peggy Reed, a 90 year old lady from Cape Cod who 
was trying to fill in some gaps in her late husbandôs family tree. She had ac-
counted for all her husbandôs uncles and aunts except John Richards Reed, 
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born 1859. She came across my JRR on an online Ancestry site and, although 
her family came from Ireland, she hoped that I was a relative who could 
throw some light on the matter. I replied saying that I didnôt think there was a 
connection and forwarded her a copy of the marriage certificate. 
 
We both did some further research and, although I sent her various docu-
ments proving otherwise, Peggy was certain that her John and mine must be 
the same person! Eventually, discovering a gravestone for John Richards 
Reed in the Combe Martin Baptist churchyard, she became convinced that 
this commemorated her John, and that we shared an ancestor. It was only af-
ter I sent her my photograph of the headstone along with the details of my 
Johnôs family whose names were also engraved on the stone, that she reluc-
tantly agreed that the two John Richards Reeds were from totally separate 
families.  Poor Peggy! 
 
But it was a strange coincidence indeed: and even stranger that this lady far 
away across the ñpond,ò should have discovered her John Richards Reed at 
the exact same time as I was researching mine. A great shame that there was 
no connection but such are the ups and downs and intrigues of family history 
research!.........We win some and lose some! Keep digging! 
 

Kay Borsberry [Mem no. 1652] 
19E, Glenluce Road, Blackheath, 

London, SE3 7SD. 
E-mail:  BorsberK@aol.com 

 

Man of MysteryðRalph Cleworth 

Further to my article in the March issue of this journal, may I offer thanks to 
two Derbyshire Family History members who took the time and trouble to 
respond.  Valerie Jackson and Allen R Peterson have provided me with in-
formation with which to progress my research.  For this I am indebted to 
them both and hope in due course to provide an update for a future edition of 
the journal. 

Val Brown [Mem 7868] 
E-mail:  vb161025@gmail.com 
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CHURCHES OF DERBYSHIRE  
47. Calow St Peter  

 
Calow is a small vil-
lage situated on the 
edge of Cucksall 
Moor, an area which 
includes Staveley, 
Brimington and Whit-
tington.  The origins 
of the village date 
back to 1086, when it 
was known as Cale-
hale, meaning a bare 
corner of land or spur 
of a hill.  In 1430 it 
was known as Calell, 

then Calo in 1561, before acquiring its present name.  It is recorded that there 
was a manor house, which belonged to the King around the same time that 
the Domesday Book was compiled.  This manor was in the possession of the 
successive families of Breton, Loudham and Foljambe, which were notable 
families at the time.  
 
Although a predominantly agricultural area, coal and iron were worked in the 
village and for some time blast furnaces were in operation.  Coal mined in 
Calow supplied furnaces in the nearby village of Duckmanton.  Pre WWII 
times saw the village consisting merely of Top Road and part of Church 
Lane.  There was a thriving garden nursery called Proctors, who moved to 
Holymoorside.  Subsequently a substantial development of houses was built 
in the village reflecting the names of the flowers and trees which were pro-
duced by the company around where the doctorôs surgery is today. 
 
The Independents erected a chapel in 1837, in connection with which was a 
day school taught on the British System.  The Primitive Methodists chapel 
was erected in 1854 and was a small neat brick building which held about 
100.  A new day school was erected in 1855, capable of holding about 80. 
 
The original church for the parish was Chesterfield All Saints, but a chapel of 
ease was constructed at Calow at a cost of Ã1600 on a site of land given by 
Lord Manvers.   The church of St Peterôs is now Grade II listed and was built 
in 1869 by S. Rollinson.  It consisted of a nave, chancel and a tower on the 
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south side serving the purpose of a porch.  There was also a vestry which an-
swered the purpose of an organ chamber and separated from the chancel by a 
wooden screen.  It had a square south-west tower, funds not being available 
to construct the spire which was later added in 1887.  There are 6 bells, 
played by pressing wooden levers.  The clock was added in commemoration 
of the Silver Jubilee of King George V in 1935. 
 
The stained glass windows have pictures of Saints, such as St Nicholas, St 
Anne, St Cecilia and St Helena.  One window has a picture of a choir boy and 
a boy scout.  On the north wall is a statue of St George and at the back is a 
statue of St Peter, the patron saint of the church.  The font at the back has a 
carved, wooden cover made in 1944.  Nearby is a small miners lamp to show 
that this is a mining area. 
 
The organ in the Chancel 
was first used on Easter 
Day in 1901.  The ceiling 
in the Sanctuary is painted 
with pictures of God and 
his Lamb, meaning Wis-
dom and Peace.  This fac-
es East and is the highest 
part of the church, nearest 
to God. 
 
 
These days Calow has a population of about 2500 and is well served by being 
in close proximity to Chesterfield as well as having a variety of businesses in 
the village itself. 
 
REGISTERS 
St Mary was licensed for baptisms and burials from 1861.  The baptisms are 
complete to 1933 and the burials to 1931, later registers are held at the 
church.  Weddings werenôt allowed here until 1900 and they are available 
until 1936, again later registers are presumably at the church. 
 
The Society has a full transcript until 1910.   
 

 
 

The beautiful ceiling in the Sanctuary 


